REMARKS 



Claims 23-43 are pending in the application. 

Appropriate headings have been added to the specification, and claims from the literal 
translation have been replaced by claims drafted in conformity with U.S. Patent practice. An 
abstract has also been added to the specification. 

The application in its amended state is believed to be in condition for allowance. However, 
should the Examiner have any comments or suggestions, or wish to discuss the merits of the 
application, the undersigned would very much welcome a telephone call in order to expedite 
placement of the application into condition for allowance. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Robert W. Becker, Reg. No. 26,255 
for Applicants 



ROBERT W. BECKER & ASSOCIATES 
707 Highway 66 East, Suite B 



Tijeras, New Mexico 87059 
Telephone: (505) 286-3511 
Facsimile: (505) 286-3524 
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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application. 

Listing of Claims: 

Claims 1-22: Cancelled 

23. A fastening arrangement for a safety belt in a vehicle, comprising: 
a holder^1o)for securement to said vehicle, wherein said holder is provided with a T- 
shaped hea<^16)iaving arms^7)hat extend laterally relative to a longitudinal axis of said holder 

&> 

a connector^ that is moveably disposed, against spring action, on said holder 
^Wherein said connectoQ) is adapted to be connected to a belt buckle£jJ)or a belt strap loop 
(jJO^nd wherein said connector is provided with abutments^19^ositioned opposite said arms(^7^ 
of said holder f(Op 

a magne^g^bnd a magnetic field sensor^28))isposed on said holder^^nd said 
connectoi{l^wherein a relative movement between said magnet and said magnetic field sensor 
caused by displacement of said connector(Jl^lative to said holder^J^ which displacement is 
effected by tension acting on said safety belt, is converted into a signal that corresponds to the 
acting belt force; 

first spring^1)provided on outer longitudinal sides of said ho\der(fb^d said 
connector^pwherein respective ones of said first springs extend between each of said arn^J7) 
of said holder(lo)and an oppositely disposed abutment <f9^ said connector^, and wherein 
said first springs(2?)counteract a tension force of said safety belt or said belt buckl^l^ and 

a compensation spring£§Q}hat is disposed between, and is respectively supported 
on, said holde^lO^hd said connectoi^T^/herein said compensation spring, without a tension 
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force acting on said connector jfT^restresses said connector relative to said holde£u5)against 
nearly relaxed ones of said first springs |fj)with a spring force that is set low. 

24. A fastening arrangement according to claim 23, wherein said connectoi^j) 
comprises two plates ^^hat are disposed parallel to one another and enclose between them 
said T-shaped head^5)of said holder^ftpncluding said arms^7)ofsaid holder, and wherein 
said abutments(lpon said connector(lT)or said first springs@ are formed by connecting 
flanges that are disposed perpendicular to planes of said platesQp 

25. A fastening arrangement according to claim 23, wherein said first sprin^2l)are 
respective compression springs that are respectively supported between said arms^?7)Df said 
holder^ and said abutments^ of said connectof^T) 

26. A fastening arrangement according to claim 25, wherein said connector^) is 
provided with a bearing surface ^Jagainst which said T-shaped head /: g^f said holder^0)s 
supported under the action of said first spring^}). 

27. A fastening arrangement according to claim 25, wherein guide members^bre 
formed on said arn^17^f said T-shaped heac(ljr^nd on said abutmenta^bf said connector 
^T^nd wherein said guide members {£cT^roject in a direction of extension of said compression 
spring^2l) 

28. A fastening arrangement according to claim 23, wherein said connector^T)is 
connected via a connecting device ^fwjjh a buckle housing^4^said belt buckl^J^) 

29. A fastening arrangement according to claim 23, wherein said connetfo^T^js a 
monolithic component of a buckle housin<^JI4^f said belt buckl^T2T) 

30. A fastening arrangement according to claim 29, wherein said buckle housing^?) 
has a U-shaped configuration and includes a base plate@bnd laterally projecting U-leg^) 
wherein to form said monolithic connectofjl^aid base plat^?0>of said buckle housir^4)s 
provided with an axial extension portion ^2^nd wherein said abutment^§)are formed on an 
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end of said base plate^O^companied by the formation of a spac^K^etween said abutments 
and said U-legsj^T?) 

31. A fastening arrangement according to claim 30, wherein said arirj/r^ of said 
holder 10, including said first springs^J? are disposed in said space^43) 



32. A fastening arrangement according to claim 30, wherein said holde^Oj^ secured 
to said base plate^O^f said buckle housing^4^o as to be relatively moveable thereto. 

33. A fastening arrangement according to claim 23, wherein said holder^lO^s 
embodied as a rigid component or as a flexible cable holder. 

34. A fastening arrangement according to claim 24, wherein said magnet^3^) 
comprises a bar magnet that is oriented in a longitudinal direction of said holder^fo^nd said 
connector^), and is mounted on an inner side of said connector^T^iat feces said T-shaped 
head(l^of said holde^Cpand wherein said magnet field sensor^/ls mounted on said T- 
shaped head ^))f said holder^f^such that a longitudinal axis of said magnetic field sensor is 
disposed at right angles to a longitudinal axis of said bar magn^t2^2nd within a magnetic field 
of said bar magnet. 

35. A fastening arrangement according to claim 34, wherein said bar magn€^23)is 
mounted on one of said plates said connecto^?T)and wherein a cutou^phat spans said 
magnetic field senso{28^js formed on the other plate^lp 

36. A fastening arrangement according to claim 23, wherein said magne{fj23} 
comprises a bar magnet that is oriented in a longitudinal direction of said hold^/To^nd said 
connecto^TT^nd is rotatably mounted on said connector, wherein said magnet field sensof^§) 
which detects a change in position of said bar magne^3^s disposed on said cx)nnect6r^T^nd 
wherein during displacement of said holder (oj^ative to said connector^psaid holder deflects 
said bar magnet 23 out of its orientation in the longitudinal direction of said connector. 
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37. A fastening arrangement according to claim 36, wherein said T-shaped he^M^ 
of said holder^e)igages against said rotatably mounted bar magnej^Z^ia an articulated lever 

38. A fastening arrangement according to claim 30, wherein said magnetic field 
senso(2^s mounted on said holdeT^O^/herein said magnet is in the form of a bridge^jhat 
spans the base plat^^O^f said buckle housing^lT^nd is fixed into position on said lateral IMegs 

(4pof said buckle housing, and wherein said bridg^^ is disposed in such a way that said 
magnetic field sensor^T)s disposed below said magnet bridge. 

39. A fastening arrangement according to claim 38, wherein said magnetic field 
sensor<j^ps fixed in position on said holder^O^ia a sealing compound that encases it. 

40. A fastening arrangement according to claim 23, wherein said magnetic field 
sensor ^}s disposed within a magnetic field of said magnert{23j)i such a way that a change of 
the magnetic field connected with a change in position of said magnet is received by said 
magnetic field senso^ijj? 

41. A fastening arrangement according to claim 40, wherein said compensation 
spring^Oj^ embodied as a pre-bent flat spring having a central portio^?)hat is fixed in position 
against said connecfo^lj), wherein laterally outer ends^^f said compensation spring^act 
upon said holder 10 with pre-stress, and wherein upon a relative displacement of said connector 
Relative to said holder^O^aid outer ends^2^)f said compensation spring^come free from 
said holder^lp^due to tension force that engages said connector. 

42. A fastening arrangement according to claim 23, wherein said holdei(^j^s a two- 
part configuration, including a holding portion^0a)that is to be secured to said vehicle, and a 
fitting portion^6b)hat is provided with said arms(l7^nd cooperates with said connecta^Mj) 

43. A fastening arrangement according to claim 23, wherein a belt strap Ioo^6q) 
directly engages said connectoi^TT) 
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